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Agenda

• Welcome
• Apologies
• Minutes from Previous Board Meeting
• Questions from the Public
• Local Covid-19 Data Update
• Communications & Engagement update 
• Recent Covid-19 Outbreaks – Lessons Learned 
• Thematic item - Universal Testing
• Local Outbreak Control Plan Development



Local Covid-19 Data Update
David Munday



Latest Data

Situational awareness indicators from the 08/04/2021 to 14/04/2021
- in comparison to previous 7-day period
https://www.berkshirepublichealth.co.uk/covid-19-dashboard is updated daily. “Information 
Centre” weekly report

PH Berkshire Covid-19 Surveillance Dashboard – 22nd April 2021

Area

Bracknell 
Forest 305.3  1.3  32.6  

Reading 401.1  1  24.7  

Slough 368.6  2.7  64.9  

West 
Berkshire 275  0.6  14.5  

Windsor and 
Maidenhead 346.5  0.9  21.1  

Wokingham 298.1  0.8  17.5  

South East 346.6  0.7  18  

England 350.1  1.1  26.8  

Individuals tested per 100.000 
population (7-day moving 

average)

Percentage individuals test 
positive (weekly)

Cases per 100.000 population - 
all ages (weekly)

Cases per 100.000 population - 
60+ (weekly)
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https://www.berkshirepublichealth.co.uk/covid-19-dashboard


Case rate per 100,000 by age group – PHE LA Report -22nd April 2021

Age-specific 7-day rolling case rates per 100,000 population, Reading, 24 March to 20 April, highlighting age groups of 
interest. The red dashed line denotes the 4 most recent days data are provisional.



Comparative Data

PH Berkshire Covid-19 Surveillance Dashboard – 22nd April 2021



Comparative Data

PHE LA Report – 22nd April 2021



PHE SGTF LAs Weekly – 21.04.2021

2020-12-05

2020-12-12

2020-12-19

2020-12-26

2021-01-02

2021-01-09

2021-01-16

2021-01-23

2021-01-30

2021-02-06

2021-02-13

2021-02-20

2021-02-27

2021-03-06

2021-03-13

2021-03-20

2021-03-27

2021-04-03

2021-04-10

2021-04-17

SGTF cases 122 329 330 465 667 722 580 405 221 107 79 84 40 30 28 17 6 12 19 2
S-gene cases 135 139 79 76 50 44 33 16 14 2 0 1 0 2 2 0 2 3 0 0

Comparison of SGTF cases and S-gene cases
Includes Reading cases tested in Taqpath
labs and classifiable only



Mortality Rate in Reading

PH Berkshire Covid-19 Surveillance Dashboard – 22nd April 2021



Contact Tracing



Isolation Report



% people vaccinated with at least one dose

NHS England weekly announced vaccinations – 22nd April 2021

Local Authority 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-69 70-74 75-79 80+ 16+
Reading 76% 80% 83% 87% 90% 91% 92% 39%
England 82% 86% 88% 91% 94% 95% 95% 47%



Communication and Community Engagement Activities
Supporting Covid-19 Vaccination Campaign

• Bernice Bloor video – Kenyan NHS Lead Nurse at RBH encouraging her
community to get vaccinated https://youtu.be/Krj13p7VzIE

• Covid-19 Chat Corner: Let’s Talk, What’s Next? On 21 March where
ethnically diverse communities and RBC got together and discuss the need
to continue connecting and communicating and the issues within these
communities in the context of Covid-19. Diverse ± 20 attendees.

• Pop Up Clinics: 1) Aisha Mosque on 7 April where 230 vaccinations given
to Muslims community 2) Christ the King Church on 10 April where 130
vaccinations given to people within the Whitley Community

• Healthwatch webinar aimed at Kenyan community - 9 May

• Ramadan Communication Kit to disseminate to all Muslims Communities
across Berkshire

https://youtu.be/Krj13p7VzIE


Weighing up the potential benefits and harms of the 
Astra-Zeneca COVID-19 vaccine
For 100,000 people with low exposure risk*

* Based on coronavirus incidence of 2 per 10,000: roughly UK in March







Communications & Engagement Update
Niki Barton & James Crosbie



Strategic Approach

1. Amplify national messages by sharing NHS, PHE 
& Govt resources

e.g. latest rules & vaccination cohorts

2. Respond to emerging issues
e.g. new testing centres & local outbreaks

3. Communicate messages of local significance
e.g. hearing from local people; messages 
targeted by language, geography & age



Current focus:
coming out of lockdown safely

Audiences –
same people, different 

identities

• Residents, businesses, 
• Younger people, older 

people
• Language, ethnic and 

cultural background
• Students, parents, 

employees

Key issues / messages

• Lockdown lifting, rules, 
advice and guidance

• Vaccination
• Testing
• Self-isolating inc. 

support
• Special events – Easter, 

Ramadan, Eid

Channels

• Local media
• Social media and 

website
• Email
• Physical spaces – parks, 

town centre
• Relationships, partners



Explaining the Roadmap



Testing: Why, How, Where, When?

Nisa Outreach Officer

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aa0RANlTmU4&t=11s


Vaccine: Why, How, Where, When?

Bernice, Lead Nurse RBH

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Krj13p7VzIE&t=2s


Self-isolating inc. support payment



Town Centre, Parks and Open Spaces



Upcoming Dates & Special Events



• Working with the Town Centre BID to provide support 
to businesses and if necessary enforce compliance

• Working with PubWatch and the wider hospitality 
industry to provide guidance and support 

• Continue to work with Thames Valley Police on 
compliance across the town

• Investigate complaints in high risk settings 

• Work with Public Health colleagues to investigate 
outbreaks or follow up on a lack of information 
following positive case identification

Engagement with Higher Risk Settings



Recent Outbreaks
James Crosbie



• Report received from PHE
• 8 of 15 staff tested positive (from 4th-7th April)
• All positive cases are self-isolating.
• PHE had been able to determine some information from the 

management team of the store but wanted an on the ground 
view.

• Officer contacted store and regional management
• All staff in contact with positive cases have been tested.
• Covid risk assessment is in place (includes: social distancing, 

reduced store capacity, staff temperature checks, staggered 
break times).

• Deep clean of the store arranged prior to re-opening.
• The main outcomes resulting from the Council’s involvement 

were: a review of face- to-face staff 121 meetings; a meeting 
room has been re-designated as a staff room as the space is 
bigger, with lowered capacity for both rooms.

• Rapid lateral flow test kits have been ordered by the Head Office 
and will be used routinely.

Outbreaks – lessons learnt



Universal Testing
An outline of the currently testing recommendation, benefits of 

doing so and channels via which people can obtain test kits, 
including specifics for Reading

Gabby Haffner



Testing for COVID-19

PCR
For those with COVID-19 

symptoms

Processed in a lab

Result in 24 to 48 hours

Gold standard test

LFD
For no COVID-19 

symptoms

No lab required

Result in under 45 
minutes

Less accurate than PCR



Current Testing Recommendation

• Universal Testing Offer from 9 April 2021

• Everyone able to access asymptomatic testing through:
• Using a test site (Community or Employer’s)
• Collecting home-test kits
• Order home-tests to be delivered to home

• Not for specific testing policies (such as international 
travel, care homes etc)

• Recommendation that everyone tests twice a week

• If lateral flow result is positive, require confirmation 
using PCR



Self-test collect kits available from:

Employers COVID-19 Testing 
Sites

Pharmacies Schools 
(staff and secondary pupils)

On-line 
delivery



Benefits of Testing

• Asymptomatic testing identifies people who have 
COVID-19 but did not know it as they did not have 
symptoms. They then isolate to minimise spreading 
the virus to others.

• Testing symptomatic people confirms that they 
have COVID-19 so that they isolate. Their swabs 
may be additionally processed to identify and track 
variants of concern.



Variants of Concern

• Only positive PCR tests can be genomically
sequenced to look for variants of concern

• New technology ‘genotype assay testing’ will 
identify mutations in half the time of existing 
methods (4 to 5 days)

• This will allow the tracing of contacts of cases 
more quickly to helps break the chains of 
transmission, stop the spread of variants and save 
lives.



Local Outbreak Control Plan
Development
David Munday



• In June 2020 Reading developed a Local 
Outbreak Control Plan

• Summary slides of plan published at 
https://www.reading.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-
19/reading-covid-19-outbreak-control-plan/

• Waves of pandemic and response work 
have evolved since then

• In March 2021 we were asked by Dept for 
Health and Social Care to update the plan

Background

https://www.reading.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/reading-covid-19-outbreak-control-plan/




Our Outbreak Control Plan has the 
following themes:
1. Care homes and schools 
Prevent and manage outbreaks in specific individual settings (e.g. schools, care homes) 
2. High risk places, locations and communities
Prevent and manage outbreaks in other high-risk locations, workplaces and communities
3. Local testing capacity
Deploy local testing capacity optimally
4. Contact tracing in complex settings
Deliver contact tracing for complex settings and cohorts
5. Data integration
Access to the right local data to enable the other 7 themes and prevent outbreaks   
6. Vulnerable people
Support vulnerable people and ensure services meet the needs of diverse communities 
7. Local Boards including Communication & Engagement
Take local actions to contain outbreaks and communicate with the general public
8. Workforce
Keeping our workforce safe



Key themes to our plan (updated)

Outbreak 
Control Plan 
focuses on 
9 key themes 

High risk places, locations and communities
Prevent and manage outbreaks in high-risk settings, workplaces and communities

Testing and responding to variants of concern (VoC)
Sufficient and accessible local testing (both symptomatic and asymptomatic)
Local Contact Tracing Partnership
Efficient contact tracing of index cases and their close contacts

Surveillance and data integration
Ensuring access to accurate and timely epidemiology data 

Vulnerable people and inequalities
Support vulnerable people and ensure services meet the needs of diverse communities 

Communication & Engagement (Including community resilience)
Take local actions to contain outbreaks and communicate with the general public

Compliance and Enforcement
Ensuring settings comply with measures outlined in Covid-19 regulations and guidance

Vaccinations
Ensuring high and equitable uptake of vaccinations across the Borough 

Enduring Transmission
Act on enduring transmission to reduce risks of VoC and any on-going 
transmission in certain parts of town
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Date of Next Meeting

2021
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